~u

&

- S 7
"Afog;ved For Rel sf 20011021108 : CIAE
PEIPING BEGINS LARGE-

5\

Comnunist China, which
claims a hydroelectric power
Potential second only to that

" of the USSR, has undertaken a
large-scale program to develop
these resources Most of its
imposing schemes are still on
the drawing boards, and only
relatively minor Projects have
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DEVELOPMENT OF HYDROKLECTRIC RESOU

been started. Reports tudicate
that work on several large proj-
ects is under way, however, and
more are scheduled to be stazted
ng the Second Five-Year Plan
(1958-1963). Hydroelectric
plants, which produced only 30
percent of the total electric
pover generated in China in 1956,
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will be generating 30 percent
in 1962 and 40 percent in 1967.

Of a total of around l,-
700,000 kw. in electric generat-
ing capacity installed since
1949, Peiping has announced
that 450,000 kw. was in hyro-
electric plants and the remain~
der in thermal plants. Some
350,000 kw. was installed at
Fengman, the site of China's
largest hydroelectric plant,
which was stripped of most of
its generating equipment by
the USSR just after World War
II. Smaller plants have been
built at Kuanting (30,000 kvw.)
and Lungchi (24,000 kw.), and

"™ ~m~1ller plants as
River conserv-

A basin-wide, multipurpose
program has been developed for
the Yellow River, long termed
"China's sorrow." Present plans
call for the construction of 46
dams. Peiping has estimated
that the total theoretical capac-
ity for the entire program is
about 23,000,000 kw., almost
seven times the present national
thermal and hydroelectric total.
The largest installations re-
ported are 1,000, 000-kw. plants
for the Sanmen, Liuchia and
Lungyang Gorges. Blueprints
for the Sanmen bproject recent-
ly arrived from the Soviet Unio:
and preliminary work is under
way at the site. It will be
the first large projec+ «n +
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| acr the industrial e T
4% -eas around Loyang,
‘an, Taiyuan and
-..engchow.

, Joint Sino-So-
+svaet surveys of the
Amur and Ussuri Riv-
ers, which form part
of th¥ border between
Manchiria and Sibe-
ria,; have been made,
and a program for
their joint develop-
ment is being drawn
upiin the USSR. A
tq%}l of 5-6,000,000
kw+ is foreseen to
serve industries on
both sides of the
border.

China's largest
‘__river, the Yangtze,
..ich rises in a
.11d and remote sec- 5.
on of the Tibetan '
. ateau, is potenw Bite of hpdroslectric station ou the Hataas BYRE) Cetars sevescr 160
‘ally the nation's
- 5t important source of hydro-
Lectric power. Major develop-
ment of the river lies well in
the future, however, and over-
all planning for the river's
development has not yet begun.

The rapid industrialization
of China led to acute, although
localized, shortages of electric
pover last year, and Peiping
has said that investment is to =
be concentrated this year in
"lagging" industries, such as
electric power. During 1857 and
in the years following, capital

Some work has been done on
tributaries of the Yangtze in

Szechwan. Two plants are sched-
uled to be started farther down-
stream during the Second Five-
Year Plan, a 560,000-kw. plant
on the Han River and a 90,000-
kw. one on the Kan. They will
eventually provide power for
industry in the Wuhan area.

Work has begum on & 560,000-kw.
plant on the Hsinan River in
;East China. A service railroad
“to the dam site is being built

available for investment in the
electric power industry will be
limited and the cheaper operat-
ing costs of hydroelectric
plants must be weighed against
less costly thermal plants,
which can be put into operation
more quickly. Peiping has

- charted a course of investment

in hydroelectric projects, which,
as they begin to produce, will

. be of great assistance in creat-

g, is expected to be finished : ‘
<, tgmber. This plant will throughout China and in maki’
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ing new industrial centers
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